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The “Path to Interoperability” video depicts the challenges, measures, and accomplishment that the government of the United States of America has taken over to improve connectivity. Interoperability is a critical perspective in a Health Information Technology System that indicates the success and effectiveness of new capabilities. The HealthIT.gov perceives health IT interoperability as the ability of two connecting systems to access and share the vital information (ONC, 2018). The Health Information System can bolster a seamless workflow in the sector with an elaborate exchange of information among the multiple stakeholders (Sheikh, Sood, & Bates, 2015). A critical and progressive path to interoperability in the healthcare sector demonstrates the level of transformations, which aim to save cost, money, and lives. The profound factors that facilitate interoperability in the Health Information System include the HITECH Act, the rule of engagement, and standardization of records.

Standardization of Health Records 
 
The government’s commitment to enhancing a secure and interoperable Health Information System is a key pillar toward reforming the current healthcare sector. A strategy to bolster the ability of two or more systems to share resources and utilizing the information inherent to the Health Information System relates to the provision of a standardized interoperability tool (ONC, 2018). The Health Information System utilizes pertinent tools of connectivity that include an Electronic Health Record module that stores and facilitate access to the Patient Health Information (Jardim, 2013). Multiple stakeholders who include doctors, patients, hospital institution, and pharmacists access the EHR module to retrieve the shared information. 

Another optimization approach taken to enhance standardization of Patient Health Information is the use of an electronic data storage and migration from reliance on the paperwork. The digital storage capabilities merit because they link several pieces of connections simultaneously to minimize the challenge of standardizing health practices and planning (ONC, 2018). The electronic data system merits over the conventional method of data storage because of the ease of access, longevity, and save time because of instant connectivity with multiple users. 
Good Rule of Engagement 

Technological advancements in multiple disciplines provide a double-edged scenario characterized by substantial benefits and limitations in equal measures. The recent reforms in the healthcare sector seek to eliminate barriers that hamper an interdisciplinary approach and national coordination in the transfer of the vital health information (ONC, 2018). A successful interoperability influences real-time access to information in a manner that is cost-efficient, timely, and improve the patient care outcome. Therefore, access to information should be free from any form of discrimination that disadvantages users in rural areas and underserved frontiers. 
HITECH Act


Effective legislation and regulation bolster the user’s confidence in optimizing the technological capabilities. Equally, the enactment of the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health Act (HITECH) improves compliance with the Health Information System’s best practices across the office application and hospital sectors (ONC, 2018). The enactment of the HITECH Act in 2009 led to a double intake in the office practices and quadruple in the enrolment among the healthcare institutions. According to Schein, the HITECH and HIPAA hedge the users against the concerns about the security and privacy aspiration because the enactment outlines criteria to safeguard access, storage, use, and dissemination of Patient Health Information (2017). Infringement of the legislation relates to unauthorized access and dissemination of the sensitive patient’s record by violating the security and privacy criteria. Therefore, punitive ramification influences the rule of engagement, instill users’ confidence, and eradicate barriers to a universal interoperability in the healthcare information systems. 

Concisely, technological discovery in the healthcare benefits as evident in other sectors. Therefore, sustainable reforms should address on factors that prevent seamless workflow to save cost, time, and money using the ability to share vital information. The interventions to enact HITECH Act of 2009 and standardization play a significant role in establishing a good rule of engagement. Government across the globe have a fiduciary obligation to optimize on the benefits of Health Information System interoperability to accomplish a triple goal of reducing galloping cost of health, improve health practices, and save lives. 
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